
 



 





DISTRICT 18 GRAND PRIX REGATTA 
 MAY 11-13, 2007 
 By:  Janet Rupert 

 
Laser Fleet 513 held the District 18 Grand Prix on Mother’s Day weekend at its home at 
Leatherlips Yacht Club, which is on narrow O’Shaughnessy Reservoir above the city of 
Columbus, Ohio.  The event began auspiciously on Friday evening with a sailing clinic 
given by previous year’s champion, Rick Rothenbuhler of Dieball Sailing.  To begin, 
Rick talked about rigging settings.  He said that the biggest mistakes that he consistently 
sees are boats with no cunningham in light air.  Take those wrinkles out at the mast joint.  
Fifteen boats then launched for practice starts and short races in flat water, 5 mph winds, 
and no current.  Rick followed closely in a coach boat and videotaped the sailors.  
Afterward we convened in the clubhouse for a critique of the video and more questions 
and answers. 
 
The following morning 13 more boats arrived.  PRO Jamie Jones held the skipper’s 
meeting at 10:15 and introduced the on-the-water judges, George Griswold and Mike 
Clowes.   The wind was 8 mph from the north, the ideal wind direction for our venue, and 
he set a half-mile windward/leeward course.  The 19 full Lasers got off a clean start at 11 
a.m. and the 9 Radials did the same a few minutes later.  The fleets did have to sail 
through each other with each race.  We got in 5 races, each one more exciting as the wind 
grew to 15, still blowing from the lake’s ideal direction.  After the racing ended, it was 
blowing 20 to 30 and two youths tried out loaner 4.7 rigs from Dieball sailing.  That 
looked like some of the most fun sailing of the day as they scooted over whitecaps! 
 
Sunday was sunny and clear and the wind had settled to 8-10 and clocked to the 
northeast.   We were still in good sailing territory with the windward mark set half a mile 
up, but when the Radials were halfway up the windward leg, the wind veered further to 
the east and died a bit.  Reaching is kind of sad without planning conditions.  The air was 
quite fluky as well.  I sailed south within a few feet of a northbound sailor, and we were 
both close-hauled.  At the end of the race the RC raised the AP flag and reset the course.  
Now we sailed into the cove next to the Columbus Zoo on a short course.  A challenge 
was added with the leeward mark close to the shore.   
 
With seven races under our belts and the promise of more fluky wind, we called it a day.  
With one throw out, Barret Rhoads won the day, Ken Swetka took second, and John 
Shockey third.  In the Radial fleet, Tyler Cruickshank was first, Matt Givens second, and 
Wick Hardenbergh third.  One youth sailor, Brady Reys, handled the series in a 4.7 with 
the Radial fleet.   
 
Thanks to all of the club members who worked on race committee, in the kitchen, as 
photographers, and to provide moral support for the discombobulated race chair.  You 
made the event a success! 
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