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z  Sailing Season Has Begun z
The Interlakes opened the 2008 season with their annual Chiefs 
Regatta. A total of 22 boats competed. LYC members Þnished Þrst 
(Scott & Rick Savage) and fourth (Dick, Caroline & Cindy Evans). 
See photo below.   

FROM THE HELM, CMDRE. MIKE MIRACHI 

A  P U B L I C A T I O N  F O R  T H E  M E M B E R S  O F  L E A T H E R L I P S  Y A C H T  C L U B

I was joined by seven other club 

members for the first work party 

in March. JP 

Clowes, 

Dave 

Seifert and 

others 

worked on 

loose and 

damaged 

dock planks. John Rupert and 

others got the water turned on 

and wrestled the crash boats out 

onto the back lawn where 

George Newell could work on 

them. We made good progress 

on a grey 

and 

drizzly 

day. 

However, 

for a club 

with 173 

members 

(113 “active”) that is not enough 

participation. By the time this is 

printed, 

the pre-

Zoo Expo Fun
Some of our youngest club 
members helped out at the 

Parent Magazine Expo 
recently at the Columbus Zoo. 

Info about the Learn2Sail 
summer camp, knot 

instruction (thanks to Matt 
from the Junior Sailing Team) 
and lots of Lifesavers candy 

were shared during the 
promotional  event. More 

photos on pages 2.

Seifert Crafts Oak 
Tillers for Club FJs 

Thanks to the carpentry skills of Dick 
Seifert, we now have new tillers for the 
club FJ's. Dick was able to repair a few 
of the existing tillers and restore them to 

almost new condition, but some were 
beyond repair. Dick made the tillers 
from oak, and you just won't find nicer 
FJ tillers anywhere. Be sure to check 
them out next time you are at the club. 
Thanks a bunch Dick! - Christie Whitt

New 
tillers 
ready to 
go fast!

the



docks-in work parties will 

be over, but there is work 

still to be done. Check 

with John Rupert (House), 

Nick McMahon 

(Grounds) or JP Clowes 

(Docks) to find out where 

you can help. 

Christie Whitt, Ron 

Lime (from LYC Sea Scout Ship 

280) and I worked day camp 

expos at the Franklin 

Conservatory and Sports Ohio. 

I urged Christie to do the first 

one as part of  the club’s 

outreach to the Columbus 

community. Vendors ranged 

from adventure camps in 

Virginia to a Girl Scout “Cup 

Cake Camp”. We talked to lots 

of  people and handed out lots 

of  flyers. Good thing, too, 

because the Sports Ohio event, 

which was big last year, came 

the day after the “Blizzard of  

2008” and, even though the 

roads were clear, it only 

attracted 150 or so families. 

Christie 

attended another expo at 

Olentangy Middle School and 

then the Parent Magazine Expo 

earlier this month at the 

Columbus Zoo. Thanks to 

everyone who helped out. 

Thanks to JP Clowes, the club 

delivered a boat-load of  food to 

the Zoo on April 26 as part of  

the WBNS-10TV annual food 

drive. The exposure was great, 

but helping a worthy cause was 

even better. 

The board made some headway 

regarding space for the 23 boats  

used by the Learn2Sail, Junior 

Racing and Sea Scout 

programs. Scott Savage will 

move the Junior Racing 

program into the OWU 

building south of  the hoist. 

They’ll keep some boats up 

there as well. The boats they sail 

most frequently and the two Sea 

Scout boats will be parked near 

the A-frame hoist. We are 

expanding the space 

dedicated to Learn2Sail, 

adding three spaces directly 

across the road from their 

current spaces and three 

spaces immediately south of  

the south dock. I’m sure some 

members will not be pleased to 

lose parking spaces, but we 

believe these programs are 

important to the future of  our 

club and deserve our support.

Finally, when you chose your 

parking space for the year you 

received a new trailer sticker. 

Please use it. This will allow us 

to easily identify each boat and 

make sure it’s in the right spot. 

Also inside the club is a list of  

club committees. Make sure 

your name is on the correct list 

and expect to hear from the 

committee chair. 

See you on the water.

Mike Mirachi



THANKS TO VOLUNTEERS

Expos Offer Intros to LYC 
Over the last few months, LYC 

participated in a number of  

local expos to promote the club 

and it offerings. Events 

included the Parent Magazine 

Expo at the Columbus Zoo, 

Sports Ohio Summer Kids 

Camp Expo and the Columbus  

Public Schools Summer Fun 

Expo at the Franklin Park 

Conservatory. Thanks to 

Christie Whitt, Learn2Sail 

coordinator, and all the 

volunteers who manned the 

booth and distributed LYC 

info. A lot or flyers about our 

Learn2Sail program were 

handed out, along with invites 

to see the Endurance Race and 

learn about our Sea Scout 

Ship. Thanks, especially to 
Matt Givens who instructed a 

number of future sailors in art 

of knot tying. The list of 

volunteers follows:

Tom Clarke

Mike Clowes

Jim Fenzl

Kevin Flanagan

Molly Flanagan

Erin Flanagan 

Matt Givens

William Givens

Dick Harmon

Kathy Isern

Rosalie Kinney

Mike Mirachi

Janet Rupert

Patty Schneider

Shari Smith

Christie Whitt 

Graham Takes 3rd 
at Daysailer Midwinters 

Scott Graham, along with crew Ken Seamon, 

from Annapolis, took third at the 2008 Daysailer 

Midwinters held at the Sarasota Sailing 

Squadron in Florida. Congrats! 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS

MAY 24-25
Endurance 

Regatta

MAY 26
Memorial Day 
Holiday Series

JUNE 14
Lido Daysailer 

Regatta

JUNE 27
Family 

Campout 



Boat-Load of Food Gets
Attention of Donors, Sponsors

Thanks to suggestion of  JP Clowes, Leatherlips 

participated in the annual 10TV Food Drive to 

benefit the local Mid-Ohio Food Bank. A boat-

load, literally, of  food - all donated by LYC 

members - was delivered in April as part of  the 

parade of  donations at the entrance of  the 

Columbus Zoo.

Make Your Opinion Count
ATTEND ODNR PUBLIC FORUM

May 21 - at 7 PM

Olentangy High School

675 Lewis Center Road

Lewis Center, OH 43035

The second and last meeting for Central Ohio boaters will 
be held May 21 at Olentangy High School.

The Division of Watercraft is seeking public comment for 
the revision of the state Strategic Plan for Ohio Boating. 
Ten meetings will be conducted around the state to compile 
a comprehensive list of the concerns of Ohio boaters. Each 
meeting will begin at 7:00 PM and consist of a brief history 
of the development of the Strategic Plan, audience polling, 
and an open forum for attendees to provide comments. 
Anyone with an interest in the future of boating in Ohio is 
encouraged to attend an area meeting. Comment forms are 
available for those interested in providing input, but cannot 
attend a meeting. For more information contact the Divi-
sion of Watercraft at (614) 265-6500 or visit 
www.ohiodnr.com.

MEMORIAL DAY

2008 Holiday Series Changes
The schedule for the traditional LYC Holiday 
Series has changed a little for 2008. This spring, 

the fleet captains agreed to try something a little 

different in an effort to make the day go a little 

more smoothly. The on-the-water part of the 

regatta will still be 3 races, but the first race will 
start a little later than in the past Ð at 12:30 pm. 

Participants are responsible for their own lunch. 

One fleet will be responsible for race committee 

for the entire day. This should keep the on-the-

water part of the day moving along without long 
delays between each race. After the third race, 

everyone will gather at the clubhouse for 

appetizers and socializing. The Thistles will serve 

on race committee for the Memorial Day races on 

Monday, May 26. 

¥ Lunch on your own. 

¥ First race starts at 12:30 pm 

¥ Three races, with one fleet responsible for the 
entire regatta. (See your fleet captain for 
schedule.)

¥ After racing social event, coordinated by one fleet, 
but all members participating.

Please bring an hors d'oeuvres to share, and BYOB.  

The Laser fleet will provide plates, tableware, cups, 

and napkins.

http://www.ohiodnr.com
http://www.ohiodnr.com


Leukemia Cup 24-Hour Endurance Race 
SATURDAY MAY 24 - SUNDAY MAY 25

The 3rd Leukemia Cup is coming up fast so get your team together! Beginning at 12 noon May 
24, competitors will begin racing laps on the one-mile course, battling for top honors in this true 
test of both speed and endurance. Racers will compete through the afternoon, evening, night and 

morning- right on to the finish at 12 noon the following day. 

To date, LYC has raised nearly $20,000 for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and has shown 
the enduring spirit of LYC sailors who have logged nearly 1000 miles sailed!  All types of boats 

compete against each other using a modified Portsmouth handicap system, 
allowing all teams to compete for the title. However, if 3 or more boats of the same class start, 

separate class awards will be given in addition to the overall standings.

Teams can switch crew; sails, etc. (everything but the hull) as often as they like, but these pit 
stops will eat into your lap time, so plan them carefully. Fleets are encouraged to pick their 
fastest boat and split up the sailing between 4-6 crews. You may also test your own personal 

endurance and sail 24 hours with a single crew.

There is great on-shore entertainment and food at the clubhouse when not on the water. City 
Barbeque will cater dinner on Saturday night at 7 PM and at midnight pizza will be supplied for 
competitors. Camping is available if your team wants to set up base camp at the club, and the 

clubhouse has full bath and kitchen facilities for everyoneÕs use.

For more information, visit www.leatherlips.com or contact AJ Savage @ 
EnduranceRace@wowway.com.

mailto:EnduranceRace@wowway.com
http://www.leatherlips.com
http://www.leatherlips.com
mailto:EnduranceRace@wowway.com


Women On the 
Water Holds 
First Meeting
Nine women attended the first 
Women on the Water (WOW) 

meeting on April 19. We 

decided on our purpose and 

chose a Leader/Chair (Janet 

Rupert), Treasurer (Patty 
Schneider) and Secretary 

(Anne Filbert). Shari Smith 

will be creating a logo for a 

group T-shirt. Send her your 

ideas, with illustration/clipart 
to  sharisail@sbcglobal.net. If 

youÕd like to join the group, 

meetings are Thursdays at 6:30 

pm at the club. If not sailing, 

the group will discuss a racing 
topic -- rules, getting a good 

start, setting a course, etc.

Thistle Thursdays
Bob France and the 
Thistle Fleet will be on the 
water Thursday nights at 
the club. Please join in 
(regardless of your boat) 
for some practice racing.

Boat Repair Work 
Nearly Complete
Repair work on the FJ's is 

almost complete! Except for a 

short break at Christmas, a 

group of dedicated 'Lippers 

descended upon McRace Inc. 
All Fiberglass and Marine, 

twice a week to repair the club 

FJ's. Once the rub rails were 

removed, it was discovered 

that all of the boats had 
problems at the deck/hull 

seam. In addition, each boat 

also sported its own unique 

problems. 

In addition, the rudders, 
centerboards and tillers all 

needed at least some repair. 

Donned in gloves, dust masks, 

respirators, smocks and 

coveralls, we sanded, 
Dremeled, fiber glassed and 

painted. Several of the Junior 

sailors also took time out of 

their busy school schedules to 

come and work. 

While some of our group was 

experienced in boat repair, for 

many of us, including me, it 
was a time of numerous 

"firsts". First time to wear a 

respirator, first time to use a 

drill press or a Dremel or an air 

compressor. First time to mix 
resin or Cabasil, or to 

fiberglass. There were so many 

new and exciting "firsts" that I 

finally just sat down and made 

myself a list of everything new 
I had learned. 

And, it is worth noting that 

although the boats were badly 

in need of repair, we could go 

scarcely a foot on any one boat 
without running into a 

previous repair made by Bob 

France when he had the 

Learn2Sail program -- he 

certainly put a lot of work into 
those boats!

Although we found it much 

easier to take the old rub rails 

off, than to put the new ones 

back on, most of the work is 
done. (Fundraising efforts 

continue, to replace the sheets, 

and then we will address the 

http://us.mc309.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=sharisail@sbcglobal.net
http://us.mc309.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=sharisail@sbcglobal.net


issue of sails and possibly 

adding new boats to the fleet.) 

The new OH numbers and 

registration stickers still need 

to go on, and since many of the 
HIN and OH numbers are just 

one number apart, I made a 

colored-coded list in 22 pt type 

to make sure we put them back 

on the correct boats!  

It won't be long before our 

well-loved FJ's are back home 

at LYC, waiting for our next 

class of newbie sailors. Be sure 

to check them out -- they look 
pretty snazzy all lined up, side-

by-side, with a red stripe down 

the port side and a green stripe 

on starboard. 

Special thanks go to Joe 
McHenry, who let us use his 

heated facility, tools and 

supplies to do the repair work, 

and who guided us through 

every repair; John Lawmon, 

our bosun, who tirelessly 

inventoried every boat, and 

followed each and every 

repair; and Dick Bartz, who 

not only showed up every 
Saturday, but also headed up 

the Wednesday work session. 

In addition to doing their own 

work, these three also 

cheerfully took the time to 
teach and guide us newbies. 

And then, many thanks to the 

following -- without all you, 

this huge project would never 

have even began, much less 
have been completed! CW

Dick Bartz

Michele Bartz

Stacia Charneski

Ty Cruickshank

Tim Deeters

Anne Filbert

Ben Givens

Matt Givens

Jackie Herkowitz

Mark Hess

Rosalie Kinney

John Lawmon

Bill McDonald

Joe McHenry

Mike Mirachi

John Myers

Curtis Myers

Marcus Myers.

Deb Obert

Brady Reys

Doug Reys

Mark Ransom

Evan Rodgers

Tom Rodgers

Janet Rupert

Dave Seifert

Shari Smith

Rick Woebler

Christie Whitt

Things I learned while fixing 
FJs - by Christie Whitt
1. Never touch your hair while using fi-

berglass resin. Doing so requires an 
immediate trip to a hair salon.

2. "Mud" is not something you get by 
mixing water with dirt. (It's gray 

gooey stuff used for filling and patch-
ing.)

3. Using a heat gun can speed up the 
curing of fiberglass resin. Using a heat 
gun can cause the same to smoke and 
burst into flame.

4. Joe McHenry's birthday is on Valen-
tine's Day.

5. "Kicking" is not something you do 
with your foot. (It's what fiberglass 



resin does when it cures and gets 
hard.)

6. Depending on room temperature, fi-
berglass takes about 20 minutes to 
kick, gel coat about an hour.

7. Use #7 grit sandpaper for sanding, #5 
for finishing. But #7 is way better.

8. Most things used during boat repair 
(especially fiberglass resin) will not 
come out of your clothing.

9. Earrings should not be worn when 
wearing a respirator. 

10. Any earring lost in a boat repair shop 
will be stepped on, resined, muddied, 
fiber glassed, squashed, or otherwise 
lost forever.

11. Wipe everything off with acetone be-
fore you paint it.

12. Acetone will remove nail polish. And 
skin too.

13. A little gel coat goes a long way. 
14. A little fiberglass can cover up a lot of 

sins.
15. Always try to get the good sander -- 

and then hoard it.
16. (S) he who has the extension cord has 

all the power. 
17. Sanding residue in your coffee tastes 

really bad.
18. Sanding residue in your contact lens is 

really bad.
19. Bob France sure did a lot of work on 

those boats when he had the program.
20. Fiberglass resin really stinks.
21. If your clothes smell of fiberglass 

resin, then your car will too -- for at 
least a week.

22. An air compressor does a great job 
blowing sanding residue off your 
clothes.

23. Using an air compressor to blow off 
your clothes does not mean you are 
full of wind.

24. Centerboards sure are white once you 
sand all the river muck off of them.

25. #5 sandpaper does not work on river 
muck, use #7. It's way better.

26. Always write down the OH numbers 
before you sand them off the boat.

27. It's better to just go ahead and pay the 
registration sticker replacement fee 
than to try to peel it off the boat to 
save. It's only 3 bucks, so just cough it 
up.

28. Never sand a boat next to someone 
who is painting his or hers.

29. And, never paint a boat next to some-
one who is sanding his or hers.

30. Never sand a boat and then go to choir 
practice -- you'll sound like a frog and 
just embarrass yourself.

31. An old high school graduation gown 
makes a pretty good smock when 
sanding.

32. Never let go of a power sander when 
it is still running.

33. Earplugs are pretty handy when 5 
power sanders are all running at once.

34. Red is left, green is right. Remember 
that when painting green & red stripes 
on the port and starboard sides of the 
boat.

35. Boat paint is very expensive.
36. If Joe McHenry is talking, stop and 

listen to him. He knows a lot of stuff.
37. Port is still port, even when the boat is 

flipped upside down. Joe McHenry is 
just pulling your leg when he tries to 
tell you differently, so don't listen to 
that part.

38. If it's wet, don't touch it. If you're not 
sure, don't touch it. If it's not your 
own project, don't touch it.

39. A drill press is a wonderful thing, and 
will quickly drill through metal.



40. Quickly drilling through metal gener-
ates great heat. Wear gloves.

Addendum to Club Sailing Instructions
Please note the addendum to the LYC Sailing Instructions submitted by 2008 Race & Safety Chair Bob France as 
approved by the LYC fleet captains.

LYC Sailing Instructions Addendum, 4/20/2008

5.1 Red or green placards mounted on one or both sides of the RC barge will indicate the order 
of marks to be rounded. Red will signify marks left to port and green will signify marks to 
starboard. 

5.2   Numbered yellow placard(s) will indicate the number of laps.

5.3   A temporary mark will be an orange inflatable ball. Only one temporary mark will be util-
ized per course.

5.4  The starting line will be between the windsock pole on the RC barge and an adjacent club 
mark, temporary mark, or portable mark with red flag. 

5.5  Placard FC will indicate that the finish will be between marks E and W. Placard FW will 
indicate that the finish line be set to windward of the final turning mark. For FW finishes 
the line will be between the RC barge windsock pole and an adjacent mark or between a 
flagpole on a safety boat and an adjacent mark.

5.6  Any changes to these instructions will be made in writing, that day, on the club chalk board 
and announced before the warning of the first fleet.

5.4  The time limit for each fleet in the regular series, holiday series and handicap series race is 
70 minutes. 

Bob France,
LYC Racing and Safety Chair



Daysailers Spruce-Up Picnic Tables 
Ah, when you are the editor, you get to do things like this. Thank you to everyone who helped sand and 
later stain the club picnic tables. Thanks to Grounds Chair and DS ßeet member Nick McMahon for 
suggesting we do this project as a ßeet. Amazing as always...and everybody beneÞts. Wish I had pics of 
the sanding!!

Racing Matters...
Shortening A Course
by Janet Rupert

With our busy lives, 
occasionally the race 
committee runs a race 
that is too long. It takes 
quite a bit of prepara-
tion to get out on the 
course with boat prep, 
fuel to get to the club, 
and managing home 
life to make the time. 
With so much effort 
already expended, 
shortening the course 
can be easily done, if 
everyone understands 
the process.. 

How long should a race 
be? The LYC Directory 
states (page 46) that the 

first finishing boat in 
each fleet should aver-
age a 45-minute race. 
This means that when 
all the boats in that 
fleet finish, the race 
could be over an hour 
long. The time limit for 
each fleet is 
70 minutes.  
In addition to 
this, remem-
ber that the 
fleets that start 
at 2:15 get 
similar length 
races (if they 
choose), so it 
is possible for the first 
race to go until 3:15 or 
later. 

The same is true for a 
handicap race, without 
the extra 15 minutes 

needed for the rolling 
start. Once youÕve fig-
ured out that your race 
will go well beyond the 
desired length, what do 
you do to correctly 
shorten the course? The 
brief answer is to send 

a safety/crash boat to 
drop anchor and set a 
finish line at a mark of 
the course, and then 
display the S flag 
(white with a blue rec-
tangle in the center) 



and make two sounds. 
The finish line is be-
tween the staff of the S 
flag and the mark. This 
must be done before 
the first boat of a fleet 
finishes, of course.

Our usual method of 
taking away one of the 
rounds and finishing at 
the starting line or club 
finish to shorten is in-
correct. According to 
rule 32, RRS, the finish 
line must be at a mark 
of the course.   

Why so? ItÕs impossi-
ble to miss being noti-
fied of the course 
change if it is made at a 
mark that you must 
round. Here is an ex-
ample of how to 
shorten: LetÕs say the 
course is 1, 4, 3, (2), 
FC. For the uninitiated, 
this means sail upwind 
to Mark 1, then down-
wind to Mark 4, reach 
to Mark 3, twice 
around, and then finish 
between the East and 
West buoys in front of 
the club (club finish). 
To properly 
shorten, you have to 
either set the finish line 
at Mark 1, Mark 4, or 
Mark 3. You canÕt use 
the East/West buoys as 
part of the finish line 

because you donÕt have 
to sail between them as 
part of the course. 

Shortening a course can 
also be done due to no 
wind or other weather 
issues. Knowing how 
to shorten a course en-
sures have the best 
races ever.

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS

David Corson; Daughter: Jacque-
line - Hobie 18 - David joins us as an 
Active member! He owns a Hobie 
18, and has previous sailing experi-
ence. Welcome David and Jacqueline 
to LYC!
 
William & Eileen Corson; Chil -
dren: Will & Colleen - 
Laser2 #3814 - William joins us as 
an Active member. He has been sail-
ing since 1982 in a variety of boats, 
including Lasers, Thistles, Flying 
Scots, Tartan Tens, and J24s. He was 
an ASA instructor at the Lighthouse 
Sailing School in Lorain and also at 
UBC sail camp. ÒI am looking for-
ward to meeting other enthusiastic 
sailors and introducing my children 
to the sport. I would like to try a new 
class and get my family involved in 
racing,Ó he said.
 
John & Liz Myers; Children: Mar -
cus, Leesa & Curtis - Laser - John 
joins us as an Active Member. He 
says, ÒOur interest in sailing began 
when our son Marcus attended the 
LYC Youth Day Camp the last two 
summers.Ó This year Marcus is tak-
ing the Youth Advanced class. They 
recently purchased a Laser and are 
anxious to get it into the water.

2008 Chiefs Regatta

Thomas & Jean Yarletts - Interlake 
#757 - Tom joined us this March as 
Active Members. Thomas bought 
Interlake #757, after taking summer 
classes at LYC in 2007. We look 
forward to seeing him out on the res-
ervoir! 

MAINSHEET
Send your comments, 
ideas and stories to 
Molly Flanagan, at 
daysailers3@yahoo.com.

mailto:daysailers3@yahoo.com
mailto:daysailers3@yahoo.com

