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From the Helm
Commodore JP Clowes

(continued Page 2)

So our season has officially begun. As I write this, I am still trying to
get the grime from the docks off my hands, even after multiple

washes. But, I am also sitting here amazed that things always seem
to turn out so well every year, especially considering that we only do
this once a year. (OK, if you count Docks Out, it is twice a year).  I
guess by now I shouldn’t be so amazed. Our club comes together and
makes an event that could be total chaos run smoothly. Everyone
arrives, does what they do best, and makes it happen in the time
allotted. The old standbys get the jobs done. And if they can’t be there,
someone else steps up and gets it done. Anyone watching from the
sidelines would never know the  difference.

As I stated at the meeting, I believe that membership needs to be a
big focus this year.  I once again issue my challenge to bring somebody
new to the club this year. Bring someone to a Friday Night Potluck.
Come to a few Friday Night Potlucks and meet the new people that
others invite. If you haven’t been to one in a while, we have a great
time. And we always eat well. Invite someone new on Sunday if your
regular crew can’t make it that day. Bring new people to one of our
social events. Introduce them to us and our sport. Show them what
you love about sailing! Whether it is the peace and quiet of gliding
along a smooth lake moving without a sound, or the adrenaline rush of
a gear-buster beat up to Mark Six during a race in 20 knots of breeze,
this sport has something for everyone.

Going along those same lines, just get out your boat. A few years ago,
one of the marine trade industries had a campaign called, GOTB, or
Get Out The Boat. The focus was simple: use your boat more than you
did last year. I encourage each and every one of you to GOTB. The
more people that are using our water, the more successful our club
looks, and the more potential members we are going to attract. As
you might imagine, most people that I work with know that I am into
sailing. Occasionally I am asked by people driving by on Glick Rd. if I
was out sailing on a particular night.  So you may not know it, but
people are watching. Another example of people watching us from
Glick Rd. was a few years ago when someone called the Fire
Department during the sailing school’s capsize drill day. People are
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Good Sailing,

watching us, and the more boats we have out, and the more nights we have people out sailing on the
lake, the more people are going to notice and come over to see what we have to offer.

Something else I want to encourage all of you to do is just to be nice. I shouldn’t need to remind people of
this, but it never hurts. Please be nice to everyone you may meet while you are representing our club, on
the water or off.  I can’t tell you how many of our newer members came to our club because the friendliness
of our members attracted them. Please keep up the good work!

I’m looking forward to a great year of sailing and fun with you all. Let’s all do our best to make this a great
year.

JP Clowes

Recovered!
After being tucked away for safe keeping and then forgotten, a
piece of LYC history has been recovered. This  plaque, first made
in plasterform and later cast in bronze, was presented as a
perpetual club trophy at the end of the season. At one time, the
plaque hung over the LYC fireplace. After the 1958 clubhouse
fire, all that was left standing was the fireplace. The emblem
although disfigured, also survived. The Latin wording around the
plaque, “OVICVMOVE VENTI ERVNT”, translates to “Everyone
Will Have Winds”

The plaque is currently in the possession of Dave Seifert, who is preparing it to be remounted in the
clubhouse.

Additional engraving reads: Handicap Yacht Racing Class
Leatherlips Yacht Club

  Bud Youmans 1934
 (name obliterated) 1935

Ray Cochran 1936
1937

Plaque as it hung over the fireplace before the fire
Clubhouse fire, 1958. All that was left

standing was the fireplace



John Wargo Rescued From Icy Alum Cr eek Waters
Tuesday, January 12, 2010 Submitted by Christie Whitt

Photo courtesy of WBNS-10TVChopper 10 coverage:
http://www.10tv.com/live/content/local/stories/2010/01/
13/story-delaware-man-rescued-alum-creek.html
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An evening of exhilarating ice sailing suddenly chilled when ACSA member John Wargo’s DN ice sailboat
broke through thin ice, plunging him into the frigid reservoir. On the scene of the accident were Delaware
County EMS, Berlin Fire, Orange Fire and Genoa Fire in addition to Alum Creek Park Rangers and the
Delaware County Sheriff Deputies & Dive Team. John was treated and transported by Delaware County
EMS. John reports that they did a great job in treating him once he was in the squad.

But John’s story almost had a tragic
ending, and Dick Armstrong (ACSA)
points out that John’s mishap makes it
apparent that better preparation and
proper equipment  need  to be more
readily available to fire and rescue units in
this area. For although three medical
ground units showed up and Med Flight
was put on standby, there was a delay
while required rescue equipment was
summoned to scene. By then, someone
else had performed the rescue. In addition,
John reports that it took the 911 operator
3 minutes and 39 seconds to fully
understand the situation and put out the call
to the fire departments.

It is estimated that John was in the water
about 25 minutes, using his own training to
survive while he repeatedly broke through the

On January 16th, John’s iceboat was itself rescued by the all-volunteer rescue team of Tri County Dive
Team (http://www.tricountydiveteam.com/, 888-DIVE-911). Arriving with the proper equipment, namely
an airboat, dry suits and a very qualified leader giving commands (John Bullock of Buckeye Lake, John’s
Underwater Recovery) the crew retrieved the half sunken sailboat in a matter of 15 minutes, totally
undamaged.
Although John is now all warmed up and recovered, some questions remain as to why responding
rescue units were unable to initiate an ice water rescue a bit sooner. But since the accident, John reports
that all the local fire departments have been trained in ice rescue.   A source I spoke with at a nearby
township stated that his unit will likely actually try to recreate this particular mishap so they can better
prepare for future cold water emergencies. And in this particular case, it was a simple throw bag with
rope that did the trick.

ice trying to climb out and make his way back to shore. His body temperature dropped to 92 degrees
during his ordeal. It  is due to  the actions of 75 year-old Paul Cunningham, who rescued John single-
handedly by walking out on solid ice and throwing him a rescue line in a throw bag, that John is here to
enjoy another season of sailing.  Once out of the water, John  then walked an additional five minutes to
reach land and the rescue squad.  After his rescue, he spent two nights at St. Ann’s Hospital before
going home to finish recovering.

(continued Page 4)



Spring is in full bloom, and as the weather warms,
we continue to see an increase in activity at the club.
Each weekend, both the number of people walking
around the club and the number of boats on the water
has increased. One of the things associated with
spring, is spring cleaning. This is the refreshing
activity of pick up/clean up after a long winter of cold
weather and hibernation. Have you done your part?
Take a look at your boat, its cover, the tires, etc. Does
it look like you have done any spring cleaning? As
each of us does his or her part in improving the
attractiveness of our sail club, we will participate in
its growth and success.Thanks for your help.

Jim Thomas

LYC
www.leatherlips.com

LYC  bumper stickers now available
 from Kevin Flannagan, $5 ea.

GOTB: Get Out The Boat!

2010 Boar d of Go ver nor s
Commodore: JP Clowes

Vice Commodore: Christie Whitt
Rear Commodore: Bill McDonald

Fleet Captain: Nick McMahon

Secretary: Deb Obert

Treasurer: Kevin Flanagan
Members at Large: Jim Thomas

Rosalie Kinney
Immediate Past Commodore: John Rupert
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Upon reflection, John thinks he too made some mistakes that day. He will be joining us for  LYC Friday-
night potluck on Friday, May 14 to share a slide show presentation and discussion of his accident. He
learned a lot that day. And he hopes ice sport fans, rescuers, and all of us can learn something from his
experience too!

1st  Place Trophy

It’s a 20-ouncer!
Chief’s Regatta

New bridge railing installed by Dave Seifert and Doc Boucher



Submitted by Janet RupertLYC Host ed a US Sailing Le vel 1 Ins tr uct or Cour se
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Leatherlips hosted a US Sailing Level 1
Instructor course for four full days, Friday
through Monday, April 23-26. The class made
use of the clubhouse, FJs, and powerboats.
Nine students from various locations, Mystic,
CT, Boston, MA, Michigan, and Ohio took the
course, with two staying in the clubhouse.
Two of our youth, Evan Rodgers and Tyler
Eltringham, passed the course and became
Level 1 Sailing Instructors. Course instructor
Arn Manella emphasized structure, adapting
to surprises, and safety. A retired Marine

living in Richmond, VA, he is Sailing Director of the Shake-a-Leg Adaptive sailing program, run out of
Newport, RI for twelve weeks in the summer. We got good reviews of our facility and of the course as
taught by Arn, and he has asked to return to teach the course again next spring.
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The Seiferts will continue collecting our recycling (aluminum, plastic, glass and paper) for the 2010
sailing season. Recycling bins are located inside the clubhouse, on the club porch and throughout the
grounds. The aluminum cans are given to the Shriners to raise funds for their burn hospitals. Other
recyclables are taken to a recycling station.

LYC CONTINUES RECYCLING FOR 2010 SEASON
Submitted by Sheila Seifert

By recycling and reusing, we are reducing what goes into the landfill and making sailing at
LYC a “green” activity.

If you haven’t done so, try reusable containers and tap water in place of bottled water. Bottled water
is more expensive than gasoline, and we all complain about the costs at the gas pumps.

Upcoming  EventsUpcoming  EventsUpcoming  EventsUpcoming  EventsUpcoming  Events
5/14 Guest Speaker, John Wargo, Fri

5/15, 5/16 Damfull Thistle Regatta, Sat,Sun

5/29 Memorial Series, Sat

Windshift Lightning Regatta, Sat,Sun6/5, 6/6

6/19 Daysailer Regatta, Sat

7/3 Independence Day Series, Sat

7/6-7/10 Daysailer Nationals, Wed-Sat

8/6-8/8 BSA Small Boat Sailing Merit Badge weekend, Fri, Sat, Sun

8/21 Swing & Sail, Sat



Thistle Fleet 21 News Submitted by Paul Kreitler

Thistle Day 1 Recap

The Thistle Fleet is revving up for a great and active season at Leatherlips. Our fleet is expanding with
new boat owners, which has us all super excited.  We’ve had two great sailing days already including
Thistle Day 1 on April 11th.

Rather than focusing on the individual races from the past month, this issue focuses on a single event on
the race course. Read on to challenge your rules knowledge:

Situation: The wind is blowing out of the northwest. Three Thistles are quickly approaching Mark 1 on the
run (Position 1). They must keep the mark to port. All three boats are port gybe. Boat A is to port and
overlapped of Boat B. Boat B is to port and overlapped of Boat C.  Also, Boat A is east of Mark 1 (toward
the zoo) while Boats B and C are west of the mark. Boat A miss-judges the time for a spinnaker take-
down and has to gybe onto starboard outside the three boat-length zone (position 2-3). At the time Boat
A gybes, Boats B and C have reached the three boat-length zone. Boat A approaches the mark and
gybes onto port inside of Boats B and C (Position 4). Boat C slips astern of Boats A and B while A is
rounding Mark 1 (Position 5). Boat B hits the starboard stern of Boat A as it is rounding the mark and
heading upwind. Both Boat A and Boat B yell protest at each other.

Boat A – It does not have room inside of  Boats
B and C at the mark.

Boat B – Boat B did not give room to Boat A.

Boat C – Boat C fouled both Boats A and B
because it turned rounded up inside of both
boats.

Answer: Boat B is at fault for fouling Boat A according to Racing Rules of Sailing 18b. Here is why:
Boat A is to port of and overlapped with Boat B as they approach Mark 1. They both must keep Mark 1
to port, which places Boat A inside. B must give A mark-room if there is overlap when either boat
reaches the the zone, in this case Boat B. Boat A could have been at the zoo, but if an overlap existed
with Boat B when Boat B entered the zone, Boat A would be entitled to room at Mark 1.

Boat C committed no foul on Boat A or B.
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Question: Who is at fault in this situation?
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We, as a self- sustaining club, have needed to be an organized and focused group, sometimes having to
put a lot of time and labor into what we are doing: club meetings, dealing with new challenges, debates,
decisions, planning , building, repairing, volunteering and of course, competing. These are viable tasks
that have allowed our club to sustain our existence. However, I have been sensing something missing for
awhile. That is, our sense of fun. In chairing the Commodores Reception, my focus was to reiterate the
other purpose of our club, the reason that we toil and put in the effort that we do.  I wanted it to be fun and
something that everyone would enjoy. The turnout was fantastic, the three highlights of the event were:
Mike Clowes presentation in honor of his son, JP being able to show off his talent unknown previously to
many, singing the Pirate King song, the sock burning led by Scott Graham. It helped us to know JP even
better. I want to thank everyone who helped make this event what I had hoped it would be, especially
Kathy Muenz , who drove around town with me and helped me decide on decorations, and Marsha
Bennett, who spent a lot of her time helping me with flower arrangements and food preparation.
I am hoping that as we continue throughout
all of our efforts and hard work we take
more time out to laugh.  Laugh at ourselves,
mend or maintain relationships and have
a lot of fun!  We are all crazy enough to be
sailors, right?

by  Rosalie Kinney
Commodores Reception
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