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From the Helm
Commodore Christie Whitt

As you know, I am also the editor for this MainSheet. - I job I really
like, by the way. Being editor really keeps me in the loop. People
send me stories, race results, photos, interesting news outside of
the club and new ideas for articles.  I have met a lot of people at the
club this way, and I delight in each piece of news and club history
they send my way.  Before working on my very first issue of the
MainSheet, I sat down and created a template on my computer,
from which I could write all future issues of the MainSheet. My
template has 6 pages.  If you look through past issues of the
MainSheet however, you will see that very rarely have we actually
stuck to just 6 pages. This issue is no exception. Take a look at all
the pages!  I literally finish one newsletter just to open my e-mail
the next day and find someone has sent me an item for the next
one. As I sat working on this issue, adding page after page, it
dawned on me -- Leatherlips  has been a hopping place this
summer! We sent a record number of youths to Bay Week this
summer. Cruising Saturday’s have been a huge success. Sea
Scouts brought in 43 youths to the Small Boat Sailing merit badge
weekend. It was a delight seeing so many young sailors out on the
water on Youth Day.  Both Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts have come
to try sailing for the first time. Youth Learn2Sail was “so much fun!”.
One of our adult Learn2Sail students, Patti Nussle (and brand new
member, by the way) started her own informal newsletter to her
fellow classmates, organizing weekend and evening sails. Current
members are hanging around on the porch after Sunday races and
are bringing friends and family members during the week to enjoy
our club. And just scroll down to the “Please Welcome These New
Members” page - that page took me a while to complete - each
time I thought I was done, our club Secretary, Deb Obert, sent me a
new entry. Our club is alive this summer, and each page of this
newsletter reflects that. From our very youngest member (8 months?)
to our very oldest (hmmm ,,, ?)  each plays a role in our 82 years of
sailing history. So please enjoy these pages of The MainSheet  --
they are written by you -- Leatherlips Yacht Club is you.

DA TE A ug., 2011

Good Sailing,  Christie Whitt

Docks Out
Sat, Nov 5th
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Work p arties : We have scheduled the following work parties. To get them done in a timely manner we will
need your help.

From the Clubhouse

~~  Bill McDonald

Saturday, October 1 – 8:30 a.m. – On Saturday, October 1, we will finish power-washing the three remaining
I-beams that we couldn’t reach without scaffolding. (Loose paint on three of the I-beams over the front
porch have already been power-washed, and they look much better.)

Saturday, October 22 – 8:30 a.m.- We will rebuild the crumbling west end of the oar house. Bring your
demolition tools to help us remove the existing concrete block walls, and bring your power tools to help us
rebuild those walls with framing lumber and exterior siding.

  wmcdonald@columbus.rr.com

Outside the Sea Wall

The LYC ship has been moving in a positive direction this year. Depending on the day, you can see Sea
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Learn to Sail, Saturday cruising, Sunday racing, Youth Day, Open House, Junior
Racing, kayaking, rowing, construction projects, tree trimming, house cleaning, porch washing and recycling.
Of all these things, the most beautiful sight is to see boats on the water.

The construction projects you see are done to support the water activity. One project you may have noticed
is the new rowing dock on the south end of the property. There are several people to thank for this new
addition. First, Jose and Kathy Isern donated a dock for the project. Thank you both for our generosity.
Dave Seifert, engineer and gracious donator of time, built the dock ramp, and connected the dock to the
sea wall. Jack Boyles helped get the dock assembled and attached. Our rowing members now have a
new floating dock in which to launch their boats. Thanks to all!

Projects that are in process for completion this year are; construction of a new kayak rack, conversion of
the OWU shack to a rowers storage facility, painting dock ID numbers on the north and south docks,
rebuilding the back of the Oar House, and repainting the club buoys. If you have an idea for making the
club a better place, please let us know.

Jim Rohn

“ It is the set of the sails, not the direction of the wind that determines which way we will go. ”

Jim ThomasJim ThomasJim ThomasJim ThomasJim Thomas

New kayaking dock. Constructed by Dave
Seifert, and installed by Dave, Jim Thomas and
Jack Boyles. Historical patch - once

worn by LYC Jr.Sailors

Vice Commodore

Rear  Commodore



LYC tack pins, $5 ea.
Contact Kathy Muenz

 kbmuenz@columbus.rr.com

See you on the water!!!

HEY!!!!! Summer is here!!!!! Come out,,,come out
wherever you are!!!

We have had a lot of great things happening at the club
this summer! We are moving in the right direction.

It’s funny just how much you can learn just by coming to
the club and helping out on one of the boats with the
Learn2Sail classes. I have had a great time helping out

by Jack Boyles

Daysailer Fleet 98 News

Sunrise at Leatherlips

“Remember to bring someone up on Saturday’s!!!!

Let’s get some boats on the water this year!!!!! “

with the adult classes. I think it does so much for the people that are taking the classes to see the members
there, just to talk about the club and what all we have to offer! Come out and put your boat in the water!
They would love the chance to meet REAL sailors!!! What a way to share your sailing skills with the next
group of sailors!

Cruising Saturdays seem to be a hit with a lot of people! People who can’t get here on Friday night can
come up and sail on Saturday! It’s funny... I cant wait for Saturday to get here. Not just because I don’t have
to work, but because I can go spend the day at the club, just working on the boat, or just sailing for no
reason.

No pressure to be or do anything. It seems to take away the weeks’ work, in just a little while.

Can’t you hear the wind? Did you hear the sails filling up? Feel the boat heeling over ….get on the rail! And
just sail away….no phone...no emails...no work…just you, the water, the wind and the boat. What a great
day…..blood pressure goes down… ahhhhhaaaahhh.

That’s what the club has to offer!!!!

If you haven’t been up to the club as of late,  just look around! Come and enjoy your club! What a way to
spend the weekend! Just sit on the swing...cook a burger on the grill. Relax next to the water.

It has been a real honor to serve as the Daysailer Fleet Captain this year. I have had the privilege to meet
and work with each of you on a lot of different levels. I can’t begin to say how much I have learned from all
of you this year. You all have so much to offer to anyone wanting to learn about sailing or just having

somewhere safe to go and have a good time with your family.  Thank you all.

JackJackJackJackJack

Reduce

Recycle
Reuse
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Each year, the Thistle Class Association honors a Thistle fleet that has successfully increased the
membership of the Class. This year, Thistle Fleet 21 at Leatherlips Yacht Club has been awarded the
Thistle Class Association Growth and Promotion Award for its efforts to increase interest in the Thistle.

Thistle Fleet 21 News
Thistle Fleet Honored with A ward

Submitted by Paul Kreitler

This is a great honor and shows that our hard work is paying dividends. A great thanks goes out to all who
have helped make this fleet something special. Let’s continue to introduce new people to the Thistle and
help each other get better on the water!

The perpetual trophy is currently at the club on display above the fireplace.

Lifeline of Ohio to be at LYC at Docks Out
Would you like to be an Organ Donor, but just never signed up?  Lifeline of Ohio will be at Docks Out, right
before lunchtime, with sign-up forms. You can fill out the form, hand it back, and they will file it with the
BMV for  you.  And better yet, it  will be a sailor helping you sign up -- John Zoll, member of Alum Creek
Sailing Association, is a Donate Life Ambassador for Lifeline of Ohio. You may have seen him this summer
at  Put-In-Bay Yacht Club, during the  I-LYA  Bay Week, helping people sign up. If you have questions
about Organ Procurement , please feel free to contact John at  zolljl@gmail.com

LYC
LYC  bumper stickers now available
from Kevin Flannagan, $5 ea.

www.leatherlip s.com

Cub Scout Pack 117

B u y 1

On SALE

LYC Polo Shirts

LYC Polo Shirts w/ crest   $15 ea

Get 1 Free!

      (get 2 shirts for $15!)
Most Sizes Available

kkhflanagan@yahoo.com
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Photos by Mark Banta

Sea Scout Ship 280

BSA Small Boat Sailing Merit Badge Weekend (Aug 5-7)

43 boys earned their Small Boat Sailing merit badge!

Scouts came  from as far away as Centerburg  Marysville

Our Scouts had a GREAT time with Ship 280 and
the LYC staff this past weekend. Thanks again.

Mark A. Banta
Troop 382. Muskingum Valley Council
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LYC recently procured four handheld marine band radios, thanks to the diligent efforts of Commodore
Christie Whitt. These radios are waterproof (to government specifications) and they float. How cool is
that. These radios are, however, carefully regulated by the feds. Up until several years ago, these radios
and their operators needed permits from the FCC (Federal Communications Commission). Although
laws have been relaxed, how these radios are used is still regulated. Please note, licenses are still required
in some cases, such as when travelling into international waters.

Marine RMarine RMarine RMarine RMarine Radiosadiosadiosadiosadios by John Rupert
Commodore Emeritus

Of most importance to LYC are the usage regulations including which channels can be used. Marine
radios can be used ship-to-ship and ship-to-shore, not shore-to-shore. These radios are to be used for
safe navigation only. Casual conversation is forbidden. And, extremely important, is channel selection.
The few channels available to the recreational boater include:

16 International distress, safety and calling. Primary hailing frequency

09 Secondary hailing frequency and, in FL, drawbridge operations

22A The Coast Guard channel. When hailed, the CG will ask you to change to channel 22A

69 Non-commercial

71 Non-commercial

72 Non-commercial

78A Non-commercial

There are a few more channels of interest (channel 70 - voice prohibited - is really cool for instance) but
none are germane to the club’s race committee (RC) operations. For RC use, the radios should always
be on channel 69, 71, 72 or maybe 78A. Commodore Whitt has chosen channel 69 for LYC’s use. We are
now in compliance with FCC and USCG regulations. Also note, these radios have the National Weather
Service frequencies allowing us to monitor weather forecasts on the water.

Marine Radios -- at last!!!

This Grant made
possible by the
National Water Safety
Congress

Please use these radios properly to keep us legal and to insure we have reliable communications on the
water. If you have any questions, please ask me.
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Front Row: Jacqueline Corson, Lucy Gonzalez, Chris Chapman

LYC Jr.Racing Team - Jr.Bay Week 2011

Back Row: Michael Savage, Marcus Myers Brady Reys

2nd Row: Devin Chapman, Joey Shambaugh, Pablo Bierle-Joliot,
Brendan Savaage, Bailey Haggis, Tony Prenger

Evan Rodgers

Support LYC!  Register your Kroger Plus Card

Registration is good for 1 year.
1 0 0 0 0 0 8 3 3 9 3

print this page & have your Kroger

 OR

(our Group Number is   83393)

 at   www.krogercommunityrewards.com

cashier scan this bar code.

Please welcome these new Members!Please welcome these new Members!Please welcome these new Members!Please welcome these new Members!Please welcome these new Members!

Ryan & Kathy Bauer ryan.f.bauer@gmail.com

William & Theresa Buoni: Buoni@yahoo.com

David Corson: djsailors@gmail.com

Edwin & Victoria Esson ezecho@sbcglobal.net

Erik Fletcher: fletchman02@columbus.rr.com

Ben & Brooke France: france3717@gmail.com

Lucy Gonzalez: lucy.gonzo@gmail.com

Brad & Cami Haggis: Bhagg12@aol.com

Pablo Joliet: ZAPAEi@columbus.rr.com

Sonja & Mark Kaszubowski: sonjakasz@gmail.com

Bill Kotys: bill@Kotys.us

Tammy Manley: tmanley@columbus.rr.com

Steve & Nancy Nearing: steve.nearing@yahoo.com

Patti Nussle nussle@columbus.rr.com

Susan Olson Olson3625@yahoo.com

Rebecca & Patrick O’Shaughnessy: peos16@yahoo.com

Karen & Gary Prenger: prenger@wowway.com

John Pribble & Darci Congrove john.pribble@gmail.com

Doug & Debbie Rogers - dddjrogers@hotmail.com

Tim Savage & Angela Earley: teleceptor@juno.com

Lisa & Jeff Shambaugh: shambaugh1234@aol.com

Dave & Teresa Snyder: dltlsnyder@yahoo.com

Eric Synder emsynder@hotmail.com

Toni Price & Amy Stevens KIRSTINE51370@yahoo.com

Ben & Liz Terrrien: bterrien@gmail.com

Lee & Diane Vance newvance@gmail.com

Joe & Rachel Volkert VDIcolumbus@yahoo.com

Clark & Tammy Wade: clarke.wade@yahoo.com

Curtis Weatherbee curt@weatherbee.com

Sam & Margaret Wilson: swilson4TT@yahoo.com

Matt Zelnick: mattzelnick@yahoo.com

Olga & Yuri Medvedkov: omedvedkov@gmail.com

(Please contact Deb Obert at  dobert@columbus.rr.com  if your name or e-mail address is wrong)
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The LYC Youth Day was a huge success. We had 25 youth members at the club, many with their families.
The most popular activity was sailing with several members giving rides and a number of the Learn To
Sail FJs and Jim Thomas’s Sunfishes out on the water. The wind was just perfect for getting new people
out on the water and we had a lot of those. Especially Youth members bringing their friends out for their
first sail.

 by  Paul Kreitler

KID ’S VEIW
On Youth Day I took out our

Laser with 3 other people on it. Two

of them fell in the water.  A little while

later we docked the boat and they dried off.

I jumped in the water right when we got back

in. Then they left and we ate dinner. The brownies

were good. We did the treasure hunt. It
was really fun! We played corn hole and

ladder ball too. Then we left. I had a

great time at Youth Day!!!

Gina Kittleson
Age 9

Youth Day

 On top of the Youth Day, we had at least three groups come in off the street to see what was going on. One
family of five went out with Matt Givens in a Thistle and had a great time. Another family took out Jim
Thomas’s Comet for a sail and then took turns in a Sunfish. Just as things were winding down, a new sailor
to the area showed up asking about crewing. It just goes to show how much signage at Glick Road and the
club entrance can do!

A special thanks to all those members who gave their afternoons to make the event happen. Thanks
especially to Matt Givens, Janet Rupert, and Jim Thomas who sent people out on boats and helped set
things up; to Jack Boyles who ran a safety boat, cooked burgers, and ran around helping all over; to the
Harmon Family who brought volleyball to the club and helped with the food; to Christie Whitt who set up a
treasure hunt around the property; to Evan Rodgers who helped launch boats; to everyone who brought
delicious desserts for after dinner; and to my wife Erin who worked on planning the event behind the
scenes and took care of our daughter during the event.
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A few months ago when I proposed this idea to the LYC Board, they embraced it with smiles and
enthusiasm. Jim immediately reached out to me with offers to help in any way possible. And he has.
We’re about to create our first ever kayak race course! :) Wish us luck! Just saw Bill at the club (again) all
smiles ready to do battle with spider webs (again). Molly has jumped in and made media follow-up calls
and I saw Nick under the lawnmower the other day, pulling out something he had inadvertently gotten
tangled up in, still all smiles. Christie has been supportive and gracious. Erin has offered detail follow-up
and volunteering. Steve got us thinking more critically about the flyer and how it should look. Everyone that
I spoke too in or out of the club has been kind and supportive and willing to help. And in each case,
Leatherlips Yacht Club and Mid Ohio Food Bank were mentioned as part of that conversation. You should
be proud of the many new friends and relationships that the club is creating. Like Sandee at Giant Eagle,
Jen at Trader Joe’s, Andy at Outdoor Source, Christy at Yankee Candle, Jeff at Lifestyle Family Fitness,
Faith at Chick-fil-a (Sawmill Rd), Joan at Mid Ohio Food Bank, Tracy at Zettler Hardware, Jeff at Shamrock
Golf Club, Mark at Burger King, Barb at Taco Bell, and my neighbor Dave whose company graciously
donated the brats. Then there are all the others that you and I came into contact with that have also put up
flyers, donated time and prizes and solicited giveaways or written press releases and done what they
could to ‘chip in’. You’ll meet Tommie and Gary Ramsey on Saturday who donated their expertise to write
and get the written word in the paper and whose company donated the hamburgers. You’ll laugh with DJ
Andy Clark of Clear Channel radio and station Z-93. He was instrumental in getting the message on to all
7 Clear Channel radio stations in town. He’ll be racing. You’ll meet Jeff and his volunteers from Lifestyle
Family Fitness, who reached out after seeing a flyer in Play It Again Sports to ask what they could do to
help. Ellen Sims who has donated items for the goodie bags, her time as a volunteer and tremendous
moral support. She’ll be working registration - or wherever. My kids Chelsea and Skylar who passed out
flyers, got us posted on Facebook, got the bags donated and will volunteer tomorrow. Then there are the
many places that accepted our flyers. Weren’t they kind? That too means many saw the LYC name as well
as Mid Ohio Food Bank. And the message they received can, I believe, only be positive. We’ve made a
ripple. Sure, I’ve left out people. Please don’t be offended or feel slighted. Some of you I’m not even
aware of and the contributions you made. Please be proud of yourselves. You have done something good
and you have made a difference. Honestly, we don’t know how many will show up tomorrow. Maybe it will
just be us. And I hope, like me, you are OK with that. Because maybe, it has always been about seeing
how good it feels to see people work together, contributing what they can, when they can. Every piece
integral to the whole. So, thank you. We created a kayak race together. Have fun tomorrow, we have all the
makings of a great party! Sincerely, Bruce Bruce Cameron  bruce@frontlinemarketing.org

 by  Bruce CameronA KA KA KA KA K ayaktastic Success!ayaktastic Success!ayaktastic Success!ayaktastic Success!ayaktastic Success!
(the day before the big race, organizer and LYC member Bruce Caneron sent this letter to the
LYC  board. Race Day: see next 2 pages
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Occasionally we sailors go astray and try something totally unrelated. For a couple of years, I have been
enamored by the opportunity to drive an Indy car at the famed Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Willing to
sign up by myself, unconsciously I was putting it off hoping someone would do it with me. This year I
stepped up the effort, bouncing the idea off a lot of people with lots of interest but no takers. That is, until
I caught up with Scott Ranney. Scott, a fellow LYC’er was bit pretty hard decades ago by auto racing, and
performance cars have been his first interest. So
when I bounced the idea off of him, it took all of about
3 seconds to get a confirmation that if I wanted
someone to go along, he was willing to do it. That’s
what I needed to go ahead and sign up. We signed
up what seems like a long time ago but this was our
week. Scott, Terri, Judy and I went over the evening

L Y C  E X C U R S I O N S

Scott Ranney and Dick Harmon getting
ready to drive. Photo by Terri Ranney

Getting tucked into the car for the run of
a lifetime.

By Dick Harmon

Dick Harmon turning laps. Photo by Scott Ranneybefore and made a day of it, which is easy to do in
Indianapolis. Tuesday afternoon it was off to the
speedway. The 2 ½ mile oval exudes history. The place gave me goosebumps thinking of crowds of a half
million people, and all of the characters and events that have taken place there. First we had to sign our
life away. Liability releases for me, my estate, and every heir to follow into the next geological ice age.
Next it was on to the fitting room where we donned fireproof suits and booties. Once suitably attired we

underwent a briefing. How we were to start the cars, how to enter
and exit the track, how to shut the car down, and what to do if
something went wrong. We each took a turn in a simulator to find out
where the pedals were because once in the car you can’t see anything
past your waist. You must know where the clutch, brake and
accelerator pedals are. It was also during this briefing that I absorbed
the most valuable advice. The briefing instructor assured us that “if
you are on the correct line and the accelerator is all the way down,
the car will NOT slide out in the turn. This was to become my mantra.
My car turned out to be an AJ Foyt racing team car that finished 4th in
the 2000 Indianapolis 500 race. It is a real car and pretty much
everything is real except for the engine which is obviously much much
less than 800 horsepower. The engine is good enough to allow
speeds of somewhere in the 120 mph range. With only my experience

driving normal cars on the road and feeling comfortable that I know the limits of those cars, I had convinced
myself ahead of time that this ride would be totally benign at about  100 mph slower than race speeds. I
was about to find out this was not the case and that I was about to get a lesson in the effectiveness of
racing slicks and aerodynamic downforce on wings. Back to the car, several people helped me step and
strap in and took the steering wheel out to make room to put
the car on. Yes, it is that tight. Once in and totally belted in, the
steering wheel is put on and a fairing collar placed around
over your shoulders and behind your head that pretty much
locks you and your helmet in. When you get the nod you flip
the on switch and hit the starter button to an instant gratifying
sound. No, they don’t trust you to shift so 4 guys give you a
push start and you nurse the clutch and accelerator a bit to get
it going. There is a lead car to show you the line through the
corners and if you stay about 6 car lengths behind he will speed
up until you fall off the pace. Off I went out of the pits and behind  Page 12



the lead car. Got the car going and mashed the accelerator behind the lead. We shot around the exit
lane inside turn one and two where it merges out onto the track into the back straightaway. Wow- I was
driving Indy and going pretty fast. Into turn 3 I followed the lead car. As we approached the apex I was
feeling way too many G’s and my inclination was to back off the throttle. No way is it going to make the
turn my body was telling me. But then I remembered the voice “ I guarantee the car will not slide out” so
I gritted my teeth and kept my foot in it. True to his word, the car came out in the short chute near the wall
and just as quick we were starting the turn into turn four. This was my most amazing moment coming out
of 4. Once I was sure things were under control I allowed myself to look past the lead car and see the
entrance to the pits, the main straight, the lighted position pole, grandstands and press tower. It was
epic. Just as fast the start/finish was zipping by and it was time to set up for turn 1. It was all over very
quickly - - - too quickly, but I was pumped. It was just beginning to soak in how many G’s were developed
in the turns at that relatively modest speed and how the slicks and down force were up to the task. I was
then left with the feeling of how incredible it is that the pros can drive another 100 mph and keep it on the
track. The G forces at race speeds must be insane. I even understand to some degree how quickly and
easily things can go wrong. Would I recommend this to others? You bet!

Life Jacket Grant Awarded to LYC!

Leatherlips Jr. Sailing Inc., a 501(c)3,  received 7
very nice youth sailing life jackets from West Marine
through the West  Marine 2011 Youth Boating Grant.
The jackets arrived just in time to be used for the
recent Cub Scout Pack 117 visit to LYC. Many thanks
to Janet Rupert for making this grant known to the
501(c)3. If you know of a grant that Leatherlips Jr.
Sailing Inc., might qualify for, please let Mike Carr,
Kevin Flanagan or Christie Whitt know.

Have you read Shawandassee:  The
History of Shawnee Hills by local
author William “Bill” Hopkins? This
new book includes the history of
Leatherlips Yacht Club.  Our own
club historian, Kathy Muenz,
supplied Bill with historical photos
and club history. You can purchase
the book by  contacting  Kathy
(kbmuenz@columbus.rr.com)  -- she
is placing a group order, or by calling
Bill directly at 614-578-9933.
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LYC MAINSheet
Christie Whitt, Editor
christiewhitt@aol.com

Visit us at:  www.leatherlips.com

Upcoming  EventsUpcoming  EventsUpcoming  EventsUpcoming  EventsUpcoming  Events
Sat Sept 10: Minton Lido Regatta (RC: Comet’s)

Sun Sept 11: Fall 1 club race (RC:Lido’s)

Sat Sept 17: Pigskin Comet Regatta (RC: Lido’s)

Sun Sept 18: Fall 2 club race (RC:Comet’s)

Sat Sept 24: Woman’s Championships

                       
 (Janet Rupert to coord. RC)

Sun Sept 25: Fall 3 club race (RC:Interlake’s), Thistle Day

Sun Oct 2: Fall 4 club race (RC:Laser’s)

Sat Oct 8: Savage Family Regatta

Sat Oct 8: Chili Cookoff -- time to be determined by OSU
gametime

Sun Oct 9: Fall 5 club race (RC:Lido’s)

Sun Oct 16: Fall 6 club race (RC:Daysailer’s)

Sun Oct 23: Fall 7 club race (RC:Thistle’s)

Sat Oct 29, 10 AM: Club Championships (RC: Thistles)

Sat Oct 29,  6PM: Hallogiving Party

Sun Oct 30: Fall 8 club race (RC:Interlake’s), Thistle Day

Sat Nov 5: Docks Out

# Cut to hang on your fridge


